
You can access ATLA databases on your smartphone (Android or iPhone) or tablet. When you 
do, EBSCO should automatically recognise the mobile device and open the mobile interface. 
This guide is designed to help you get the best out of this interface.  

1. Login as usual via the link and User ID. You can bookmark the login page, then you will 
only have to enter the User ID. Ask library staff for further details if you do not yet have 
the link and User ID. This brings you to the basic search page.  

   

The link leads to this login page. Bookmark the login page. 

 

2. From here you can choose the databases you wish to search within. Click ‘Choose 
Databases’ above the search box. If you only wish to read journal articles etc., not eBooks, 
select ‘ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials’ only.  
Please note: If you wish to search for and read eBooks on your mobile device, it is best to 
use the Digital Editions app which is available on the App Store or Google Play. See the 
‘Downloading eBooks on your mobile device’ Gamble Guide.  
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Basic search page. For results which exclude eBooks and 
audiobooks select as above. 

 

3. Next, type your search term(s) in the search box. Clicking, ‘Search Options’ under the 
search box allows you to limit your search further. Note – it is usually best to select 
‘Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals.’ If you know the exact journal article you need, you 
can type in its details. Click on ‘Search’ to see the results. 

    



Ways to limit searches: 

Full text – the full text of the article is available for download straight away. It is not always best 
to select this as the article may be available in the library, before it is on ATLA databases – ask 
library staff for more information. 

Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals – The articles contained in these journals have gone 
through a rigorous peer review process in which experts in the particular fields of study have 
evaluated the article to determine if it is suitable for publication. This process can take a long 
time but ensures that the articles are of a high quality. 

Year Published – the year range you would like to see articles from can be entered.  

Publication type – Choose from article, book, essay, multimedia, other matter, or review. If 
none are selected, results will include all kinds of publications. 

4. Results will then be displayed. These can be refined further by clicking on the double 
arrow on the left of the screen. This will reveal a menu which will allow you to refine 
results further.  

   

Click the double arrow to see refining 
options. 

Further refining options. 

 

5. Clicking on the blue title of an article will provide more information about the article 
and allow you to do a range of things. 



  

Click ‘PDF Full Text’ to download the article. This menu allows you to do several things. 

 

6. If an article interests you, click on ‘PDF Full Text’ to download and read it.  

   
 



7. You can do a range of things with the file, e.g., read it, email it, send it to another app 
(Google Drive etc.), print it etc. You can even search within the PDF for particular words 
and then look at these in the article.  

  

These icons give several options including (from left to right): searching within the PDF, saving 
it to Google Drive, emailing the file to yourself or others, printing it. 

 
 

The search within feature (magnifying glass) allows you to search for a specific word then 
use arrows to move between pages on which it is used. 

 



8. If you are not able to read the article immediately, you can put it in your folder to read 
later by clicking on the folder icon. Folder items will only be retained for a while unless 
you login with your own personal account.  

   

The folder icon above the article PDF turns yellow 
when you touch it to show an article is in the 
folder. 

Click the menu bars and ‘Folder’ to view your 
folder. This picture shows the contents of a 
folder. From the folder you can view saved 
articles, searches etc., delete and organise these. 

 

9. Clicking the menu bars in the top left of the screen will allow you to do the following:  

   

Start a new search. 

View all journal publications. 

Look at articles linked to specific Bible 
verses. 

Sign in to your personal account (if you have 
made one already) or create your own 
account if you do not have one. (See below). 

View items in your folder. 

Change your preferences regarding how 
results are displayed.  

 



               

Click this if you do not have your own account and want to make one. Fill in your details. 

 

10.  Under ‘Preferences’ you can also change how your results are displayed.  

   

 
11. Click on the menu bars in the top left of the screen then ‘Sign Out’ and ‘Exit’ when you 

have finished using ATLA on your phone or tablet. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gamble Library vision - Every member equipped with the resources and information literacy 

they need to support teaching, learning, research or personal and professional development, within 

the context of the Union Theological College’s vision, mission and ethos. 


